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e are approaching the end of the century imperial past. I arn thinking of Britain in 
and there i s  no doubt that, in the Western particular, which has a rnultiracial 
world at least, women have for the first 
time reached irnportant posts in society. Frorn the first 
banner dernanding rights for wornen in 1830 in 
Nottingharn in the British Midlands, to the first wornen 
rninisters of Europe's dernocracies in recent years 
(notwithstanding bitter rnernories of Mrs Thatcher, in 
Britain), the path has been long and hard, but the results 
are definitely prornising. Even so, we shall end the 
century 4ith a sexually rnixed population (rnen and 
wornen, or, if you like, representatives of the two genders, 
rnale and fernale) but not a rnixed society, because the 
representatives of one gender (wornen) are a long way 
frorn equality in their social standing. Positions of power 
in politics, business, finance and the media still show a 
deficit as regards one gender, wornen. 
I use the terrn gender as derived frorn non-separatist fern- 
inist terrninology which has changed university 
departrnents of "Wornen's Studies" for "Gender Studies", 
opening the way to the other, rnale gender. It's still too 
early to judge whether this change has been for the good 
of the fernale sex, while in the maiority of dernocracies 
we see the existence of governrnent departrnents devoted 
exclusively to wornen, as in the case of Catalonia's Institut 
Catala de la Dona, of the Generalitat de Catalunya. I'rn 
certain the existence of this type of rnuch-needed 
governrnent departrnent responds not to the ferninist zeal 
of whatever administration ("positive discrirnination"), so 
rnuch as to the shred of cornrnon sense of any dernocratic 
power which sees, or i s  rnade to see, that the fernale 
gender i s  still in need of help, or of an additional cure. In 
short, because we still live in a patriarchal society in 
which the rnale gender is  still the one that writes history. 
Although cornparisons are odious, the fernale gender is  in 
a similar situation to Western countries with a recent 
population but not a rnultiracial society. 
While one can appreciate the country's rnultiracial rnake- 
up in the streets, decision-rnaking centres (Parliarnent, 
media, business, finance) al1 show what in Arnerica would 
be called a "W.A.S.P." presence (White Anglo-Saxon 
Protestant). The BBC recently expressed a wish for greater 
transparency in the organisation and greater accessibility 
to rninorities, at the sarne time as it recognized that 
throughout its history it has been exclusively at the service 
of the rniddle classes. And, I would add, of the 
aboriginals. The beauty of it i s  that, in our Western 
world, women are not a rninority. They are, however, an 
exception that proves the patriarchal rule. It's still news 
when a wornan gets to be a governrnent minister, director 
of a newspaper or television or radio channel, cornpany 
chairperson, etc. All of this with the result of greater 
visibility, less chance to aspire to the classical aurea 
rnediocritas that representatives of the rnale gender 
always have about thern. A rnistake by the exception, by 
the wornan who has reached a particular position, i s  
magnified, while, figures in hand, we can see that the 
fields in which wornen seern to have achieved equality, 
such as literature, are pure rnirage. As always, the fact 
that we stand out rnakes it seern as though there are more 
of us, when -1 repeat- publishing figures show quite the 
opposite. (Not to rnention fields like non-fiction, that are 
alrnost forbidden to wornen.) 
To return to the beginning, we are approaching the end 
of the century with gender equality in our population, but 
with inequality in our society, in which wornen, the 
representatives of the fernale gender, are the exception 
rather than the rule. Is it too rnuch to ask that the corning 
century should be the century in which gender-parity i s  
achieved in our society? O 
